
patients should especially be kept from contact with phleg¬
mons.

97. Serodiagnosis of Congenital Syphilis.—Thomsen and
Boas applied the Wassermann test to 9 infants under 6
months old with unmistakable signs of congenital syphilis, and
the response was positive in all. They also applied it in 4
young people between 13 and 20, with signs of inherited
tardy syphilis, and the response was positive in all. In a
third group the test was applied to 32 infants and their
syphilitic mothers. In 3 of these cases the mothers showed
no ^igns of syphilis but bore children with the taint. Six¬
teen of the 19 mothers of unmistakably syphilitic infants
gave a positive response and 2 of the others had had a recent
course of mercurial treatment; 9 of the 13 mothers with
healthy children also reacted. The blood from the umbilical
cord presented the typical reaction in one case in which the
mother had been infected with syphilis twelve years before
and had taken two courses of 48 and 33 inunctions and had
not observed the slightest manifestation of the disease during
the last ten or eleven years and bore no traces of the infec¬
tion. She had borne four healthy children since her infection
and this latest infant seemed to be healthy at birth but at
the age of three weeks developed syphilids. The Wasser¬
mann reaction was particularly pronounced in the woman's
blood in this case, suggesting possible reinfection, but noth¬
ing could be discovered to sustain this assumption. In every
case in which anatomic changes were found in the umbilicai
cord, the children developed signs of syphilis sooner or later.
Examination of the cord or placenta is thus shown to be a

useful supplementary test for inherited syphilis. A positive
response to the Wassermann test in the mother reduces the
probability of the child being sound. The reaction seems to
be constant in every case of clinical manifestations of syph¬
ilis in infants or older children. The authors believe that it
is possible for the substances inducing the reaction to pass
through the placenta into the fetus and permit a positive re¬

action when in reality the child is free from the disease.
Every mother of a child giving a positive response to the
test should be regarded as syphilitic, although free from
signs of the infection. Examination of the placenta blood
from numbers of healthy children never once gave a positive
response.

98. Suction Mask in Treatment of Pulmonary Tuberculosis.
—Melchior reports that only one of the eleven consumptives
treated with the suction mask seemed to be much benefited
by it. The patients were all in the second or third stage of
the disease; the number of red corpuscles seemed to be in¬
creased, yet the hemoglobin percentage did not keep pace with
it. The vital capacity seemed also to be increased, transiently
at least. The patient who derived the most benefit was the
only one in whom the disease had not reached the second
stage.

100. Dislocation of the Semilunar Bone.—Ipsen's patient
was a young man with dislocation resulting from an accident.
The disturbances were so severe that he was unable to use
his hand and, after failure of persevering conservative meas¬

ures, Ipsen removed the semilunar bone as the dislocation
constantly recurred after reduction. This put an end to the
disturbances at once without impairment of function.

101. Periarthritis.—Lorenzen discusses the various types of
periarthritis, remarking that no joint affection heals without
leaving some trace of its presence in the surrounding tissues.
These various forms of periarthritis frequently are dis¬
regarded or explained as growing pains. He describes in de¬
tail some typical cases of periarthritis involving the shoulder,
knee, back of the neck or foot, and remarks that the local
measures must be supplemented by general treatment to be
really effectual. Whether water, heat, electricity or mechan¬
ical devices should be used in local treatment depends on the
special skill of the physician in each line and the patient's
confidence in the special treatment or combination of meas¬

ures. Operative intervention is rarely necessary and should
be reserved for the -severest cases. His experience has shown
that excellent and durable results can be obtained without it.
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102 »Operability of Tumors in the Posterior Cranial Fossa.
(I hvilken grad aro svulster i fossa cranii posterior till-
giingliga for operation V) K. Dahlgren.

103 Treatment of Gonorrhea. (Ett bidrag till bchandlingen af
gonorré i lifmodern.) C. Cronquist.

102. Operability of Tumors in Posterior Cranial Fossa.—
Dahlgren concludes from his study of the literature and per¬
sonal experience with four cases that the prospects of com¬

plete recovery are very small with tumors at the base of the
brain, but that transient or durable improvement has been
observed so often after operative treatment that an attempt
is amply justified in this otherwise hopeless condition. He
reviews a number of minor points which facilitate the diag¬
nosis, urging the publication of series of cases from the same

clinic or from the same operator as much more instructive
than compilation of single cases from various quarters which
scarcely permit of comparison.
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